Talking Point
How did you keep warm this winter?
Last year it was floods, this year high winds, next year who knows?
Whichever way it goes it can be hard to keep warm at this time of year.
And with changes in the climate likely to lead to even more unpredictable
weather in the future, it's worth thinking about how to make our homes
feel more cosy, whatever the winter brings.
This means
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For more information on how to keep warm this winter
...and to find out if you might be eligible for funding please contact:
Oxford Home Improvement Agency: (01865) 249811 www.oxford.gov.uk
Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB): (01865) 304103 www.caox.org.uk/oxford
Affordable Warmth Helpline: 0800 1070044 Mon-Fri 9am-5pm,
www.usea.org.uk/AffordableWarmth or email: amn@nef.org.uk

Do you have a top tip for keeping warm in winter?
Send us suggestions and we’ll publish the best ones on our site: oxoneek.org.uk
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Planning our
Neighbourhoods
All residents in Summertown and
St Margaret’s wards have been sent
a leaflet from the Neighbourhood
Forum with the invitation to ‘Have
your Say’ about future
developments in the area.
The leaflet describes how ‘powerful
trends are driving change’ in our area.
Chief among these are the increased
pressure on housing and transport.
Included is an important questionnaire
covering a wide range of proposals on:
community and leisure, the
environment, housing, retail and
transport. Significant developments are
already planned, for example those in
333 Banbury Road, Ewert / Diamond
Place, Hayfield Rd and Fairfield site at
Staverton Road. The questionnaire asks
for comments on a wide range of other
proposals to protect the area, including:
• policies to prioritise walking, cycling
and bus travel over car use
• Summertown - a conservation area?
• protecting all mature trees
• requiring all new building to meet the
highest environmental standards
• policies to minimise the impact of
climate change.
If you have views on any of the Forum’s
proposals please contact the
Neighbourhood Forum at its website
summertownstmargaretsforum.org.uk
These policies, if agreed, will help
protect our area.
This newsletter is published by Low Carbon
Oxford North (LCON) run by local people
wanting to do their bit for climate change.
If you’d like to know more please contact us
by email, on the website, or on Twitter:
@LowCON Printed on 100% recycled
paper using veg-based inks and renewable
energy by OxfordGreenprint.com

North Oxford residents join a world wide campaign
Last September on a beautiful sunny day,
the eve of a historic summit on climate
change in New York, 50 North Oxford
residents of all ages, from babies to
grandparents, headed for London to
take part in the People’s Climate March.
They joined 40,000 people in London,
400,000 in New York, and many
thousands more across the world, who
took to the streets to inspire the world’s
most powerful leaders to take ambitious
action on the climate crisis.
The event brought together climate
change activists from all over the
country and concluded with televised
addresses from activists across the world,
including Emma Thompson and
Vivienne Westwood. The event ended
with a memorable minute’s silence - just
the distant sound of traffic beyond the
huge crowd. For some, joining a march is
‘pointless’, rarely achieving what is
hoped. For others, being part of a
national or world wide campaign in the
company of friends and neighbours, is a
very positive experience, a moment of
solidarity and of hope for the future.
It’s also fun.

Quiz! Which of the following
statements is NOT true:
• Households in North Oxford use
at least 40% more energy in the
home than the national average.
• A quarter of heat is lost through
draughts and ventilation
• 15% of your electricity bill is
wasted through standby
• Most halogen lights may be phased
out from 2016
For answer see below. For those of you
who enjoy this kind of information and
are looking to make your homes more
energy efficient, please go to lcon.org.uk.
There you will find more details about
OXON:EEK - Oxfordshire energy
efficiency knowledge - oxoneek.org.uk.
This is LCON's newest initiative. We
are working to expand this and
particularly welcome comments for our
'local experience' section.

Upcoming events
23rd April - OXWAB and Oxford
East Question and Answer
(with parliamentary
candidates) ‘Britain in the
World’, at Oxford Town Hall
7.30 pm

LCON members at the People’s Climate March,
London 2014. Photo: Rebecca Nestor

Summertown resident Catherine Shock
said: ‘It was so moving that so many
people care about the climate. I
sincerely hope the government will take
some notice.’ There will be more
opportunities for North Oxford
residents to join the world wide
campaign ahead of the next big climate
meeting in Paris, December, 2015. Keep
in touch with these events via:
www.lcon.org.uk

28th April - Oxford West and
Abingdon, Hustings on ‘The
Environment’, at Oxford Town
Hall 7pm for 7.30.
NB: Please check lcon.org.uk for
confirmation of these dates and
for other pre election events
7th May - General Elections
13 - 21st Jun - Low Carbon Week
see: lcoweek.org

Blazing a solar trail
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the electricity lost when Didcot ‘A’
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2015 looks to be the hottest yet!

Taking the CO2 out of OX2
Join us at: www.LCON.org.uk or email: info@LCON.org.uk
Give us a call: 0790-575-9683
The committee members of LCON are: Brenda Boardman, Sam Clarke,
Sarah Edwards, Julie Gale, Alison Hill, Roosa Leimu-Brown, Rebecca
Nestor, Tim Nicholson, Caroline Roaf and and Emma Salisbury.

Answer: Item 3 is incorrect - more likely 6-8%

